or spiritual nome in ner palace on the Aventine, and a group of Christian  ladies—Asella,   Furia, Fabiola, Marcellina, Felicitas, Paula, Eustochium, Blesilla, Lea, etc.—gathered there for devotions and the cultivation of a lofty ideal of life.    The palace  of the  Anicii,  the  heiress  of which had married   Sextus  P.  Probus,   was   another   great Christian centre.   From these two palaces streams of   gold   flowed   out   over   the   whole   Christian world.     Much   of it   stopped   in   Rome.    Pope Damasus  flew  about  in a  splendid chariot,  and gave   banquets   equal   to   the    emperor's,    says Ammianus.    Under   the   arcades   of St.  Peter's on  the Vatican liberal rations  were served   out to poor Christians.    The Church expanded.
About 380 there came into the hands of the community on the Aventine a letter from a young monk of the Syrian desert, who had studied in Rome and lived there—more pleasantly than piously—some years before. The letter delighted them so much that they learned it by heart. The writer, St. Jerome, was urging a friend to join him in the desert. It made contemptuous refer-— they  improve from   age  to   age.      Not   the   conservatism  forlemain, etc., were dropped.
